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/y S£yAtS, MAY 29, 180*. 

ORDERED, That the Hon. Thomas Hale„.William; 
Brown, and John Phillips, {JSasex) Esqra. be a Committee to 
■wait on the Rev. John Allyn, and in the name of the Senate 
to thank him for the Sermon he this day delivered before Hi? 
Excellency the Governor, His Honor the Lieutenant Governor, 
the Honorable Counciland the Two Branches pf the L^gi^la* 
ture, and request a copy thereof for the press. 

^ true Copy from the Journals, 

Attest. WENDELL DAVIS, Clerk of Sfv, . 



AN 



ELECTION SERMON. 



ROM. X, Lis* IX; 1, 2, 3. 

BRETHREN, MY HEART'S DESIRE AND PRAYER 
TO, GOn JQR ISRAEL IS, THAT THEY MIGHT BE 
SAVED. I SAY THE TRUTH IN CHRIST, I LIE 
■ NOT^ MY CONSCIENCE ALSO BEARING ME WIT- 
JTESS IN THE HOLY GHOST, THAT I HAVE GREAT 
HEAVINESS AND CONTINUAL SORROW IN MY 
HEART. FOR I COULD WISH THAT MYSELF WERE 
ACCURSED FROM CHRIST, FOR MY BRETHREN, 
MY KINSMEN ACCORDING TO THE FLESH. 

H E most eminent personages of sacred 
history have expressed a peculiar attachment to the 
welfare of their own nation. That first divinely en- 
lighteiied lawgiver, Moses, though nursed at the court 
of Pharaoh,' and having a prospect of being advanced 
to the liead of Egypt, yet, preferred affliction with his 
own people, the people of God, to the crown and trea- 
sures of Egypt. He chose to wander with his coun- 
trymen in a desart, where sustenance could not be had 
without a miracle, rather than to feast with a foreign 
monarch. The first impulse of resentment which agi- 
tated his , breast was toward an Egyptian, who did 
wrong to one of his brethren, oppressing him witli a 
burthen. When his people had " sinned a great' sin," 
in making the golden calf, whereby their title to tlic 
promised blessings of Canaan was forfeited, Moses in- 
lercedes, ^ "if thou wilt not forgive their sin, blot me 

*E:fod.xxxii. 32, 



•' I pray thee out of thy book which thou hast written.'*. 
He chose death rather than to see the miseries of his 
people, or would willingly subnut to it, if their pardon 
could be purchased by this sacrifice. This natural 
affection to his own race, invigorated by religious faith, 
afterward unfolded itself in the most patient and labo.. 
rious services of patriotism. 

The great Author and Finisher of the christian faith, 
in this respect, -ivas like unto Moses. While he exer- 
cised the most self-denying and disinterested benevo- 
lence, productive of the most substantial blessings to 
mankind, his personal ministry was restricted to the 
Jews. Jesus the true light came to his own ;* he did 
this from a;ffection as well as by divine appointment. 
Being partakfer of flesh and blood, he took not on him 
angels but men, and the seed of Abraham in particu- 
larlf Anticipating the unexampled tribulation, which 
awaited the unbelief and sins of his countrymen, he ut- 
tered that pathetic apostro]phe, *' O Jerusalem, Jerusa- 
*' fem— how often would 1 have gathered thy children 
"together, even as a hen gathereth l>er chickens un- 
" der her wings, and y6 would not !"J Jesus Christ, 
the image of the invisible God,|| and an exempilar spot- 
less and undeviatihg, manifested the whole series of 
limited affections. He cherished the ordinary sensi- 
bilities of domestic life,^ the more generous eqiotions 
of priA^te friendsh^jp, and to these, added the display of 
the most fervent love to his country, \rith tokens of 
unparalleled grace and compassion towards mankind. 

After the evidence of such a witness, it is not neces- 
sary to vindicate any sentiment by the subordinate au- 
thority pf prophets and apostles. Indulge me, how- 
ever, in two instances relating to the present subject. 

The prophet Jereriiidi, when Israel was carried away 
6aptive, apd Jerusalem became desolate, sat weeping, 
and bewailed with this lamentation : " How doth the 
" city sit solitary that was full of people! How is she 

*St. John's Gospel i.n. fHeb.ii. 14,16. tMat.xxiii.sr. 
II Col. i. 15. ' § John xik. 2'6. 



" become as a widow ! ^he that was great among the 
" nations and princess among the provinces, how is she 
*' become tributary !* O that mine head were waters, 
" and mine eyes a fount^ of tears, that I might weep 
" day arid night for the slain of the daughter of my 
" people !"J The pathos of the prophet's lamenta- 
tion, on account of judgments already executed, is 
equalled only by the ardent language of the apostle in 
the text, in which he deprecates impending calamities. 
" My hearfs desire and prayer to Gad for Israelis, that 
" tkey might be saved, I say the truth jn Cfttist, Hie 
'■'■not, my conscience hearing me ixiitnessAn the Holy 
" Ghost, that I have great heaviness and continual sor- 
" row in my heart, J*'pr I could ivish tJiat myself ixiere 
'■'■ accursed from Christ,'^ for my br:5thben,-my 
KINSMEN i^p^coRDiNG TO THE elesh" Oppressed 
with the presentiment of that unparalleled tribulation, 
which awaited his countr}^men, his bowels yearned 
with compassion, and his most affectionate prayers as* 
cended to God iii behalf of his kinsmen and brethren 
according to the flesh. 

But why such a limitation of benevolence ? Why 
such deep regret on account of the destruction which 
imperided the Jews, when the spirit of prophecy might 
have taiiglit the apostle that like miseries awaited the 
crimes of other nations ? Why not from the prime 

• Xam. Jer. 5. 1. § Jer. ix. 1. 

^ I could ■'wish that myse/f "acre accttrsed from Christ. — ^This passage, has 
been variously interpreted. By some the most literal construction is 
preferred, and the \vriter is understoodto say, tliat he was willing' even 
td "postpone his own salvation, if it could be the means of saving hi? 
countrjTnen, by atoning for their sins. By others,he is supposed to de- 
scribe his own former ch.^racte^, (I did wish myself accursed) the recol- 
lection of which made him more solicitous for the conversion and safety 
of his kinsmen, as it created a more lively feeling of their error and dan- 
ger. — Another interpretation may be grounded on tlie antbiguity of the 
original term, rendered accariei/, which may properly be used* to express 
an honourable oblation. The meaning then is, that the apostle Wished 
to have been deputed from Christ an apostle to the Jews, rather than to 
the Gentiles. From patriotic feelings, he would prefer to exercise the 
functions of his apostleship with his kinsmen and brethren. Whichever 
constniction be adopted, the idea of love to country in the doubtfid 
sentence under consideration concurs with the whole passage vigorously 
to express the sentiment of patrioUsm. 



minister of the gosipel of peace on earth expressions 
of more extended s]^pathy ? Why iiiot an imitation oif 
the. Father's love, who is no respecter of persons, 
and whose blessings flow, at time^ appointed, on Jews 
and Gentiles ? 

It is replied, that as " man was made for his species 
" by the christian duties of universal charity, so he was 
" made for his country by the obligations of the social 
" compact."* Patriotism is no more incompatible 
with general benevolence, than the more partial affec- 
tions of domestic life are with patriotism. General 
benevolence implies particu^ ; it includes the limited 
affections; it is a seminal principle in the heart, prod^ic- 
ing, in just measure and at proper Seasons, the fruits of 
beneficence to our family, €nlends, fellow-citizens and 
fellow-men. While it propels to every useful exer- 
tidn as opportunity is, pres^nlefli conscious of imbecil- 
ity and obedient to thq emotions; of nature, its benefi- 
cent hand is most frequently cii)ene(^;to comfort ancl 
supply the household. IriitjLegd, as the domestic affec- 
tions may be cherished and expreSspdj'Withpiit any 
infraction of the maxims of justice arid« mercy to our 
neighbours, or encroachment upon the rights of the 
commonwe^th, so these rights may be r^sp^cted^ an,tf* 
the duties of patriotisni be performed^, withotit, any in- 
fringement on the dbligafidns] of humanity. — ^It is^then 
no proof that the apostle Paul was destitute of gehet;p*'^ 
benevolence, that he had aii ardent love to Israel, %is 
brethren and kindred according to theflesK, 

While the patriotism 'of St. Paul operated according 
to the dictates of nature and the necessities of man in 
a state of society, it received an accession of strength 
from hS reflections on the invaluable privileges which 
had been long participated by the chosen people of God. 
He seems to assign a reason for his love to Israel in the 
words subjoined to the textr " I could.! wish myself 
" accursed from Christ for my brethren — -to whom 
" pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the cove- 

♦ Mr; J. Q; Adams'Ann. Or*. Plymtfutfi; '*' 
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" nants and the giving of the law, the service of God 
** and the promises ; whose are the fathers, and of 
" whom concerning the flesh Christ came," Why 
ti^ls particular enumeration of j^tipnal honours and 
privileges, unless because a gratelUf partiei|jati;0!ff in 
thj£i|fe\f|^ intimately associated with a deep solicitudfe 
for the fiiture welfiire of his fellow, participants ? He is 
himself an illustration of liis own description of chari- 
ty, when he says, ■'■'if one member be nonoufed, all the 
" members rejoice with it; and if one suffer, the ce^ 
"suffer also." . 

Wereitpecessary, ui .explaining atid vindicating the 
patriotic character of St. Paul, it ipight be further urged 
that hig Ibve to his brethren was exercised in due sub- 
ordination, to ^e "win of God, and the highest demands 
of philanthropy. Obedient to the voice from heaven 
he resisted his tender desires after his brethi-en, and 
pursued his mission to the Gentiles. He preferred 
comphance with the invitations of general bi^p^filence 
and the will of God to the gratification of his, limited 
affection^. "I^ough wUIing tp be accursed frpm, Christ 
for his brethren, 'without^esitancy, he acquiesces in the 
desigmp.c^, " I vnU leiid thee far hence to the Gen- 

Whe^five consider tl^ order and progress of our 
social filings, and weigh the aiuthority of so great an 
exemplar as the apostle Paul, can th,^e be any room 
doubtingly to inquire whether patriotism..fee compati- 
ble with the spirit of christisiiity ? And, why doe^ a 
celeblrated modem writer^ considp; pft|rj,f|tism as ex- 
clilded fepm the christian system of -^pr^l duties f If 
inde^il this term, when strictly defined, import a " dis- 
" position to oppress all other countries to advance the 
" iniaginary prpiperity of our own; and ^ to copy the ' 
*' mean partiality of a parish ofiicer, who thinks injus- 
" tice 4id crue%'i|;| meritorious, jvhen they promote 
*>^ the interest of his own incoiisiderable village ; if pat. 



". riotism has ever jbeen the favQurite virtue with man- 
"^'tind, 'because it dbnceals ^ffiJove* under the mask'«€ 
*• public fffirit,y. ifeisiti&ii3titjti i indeed, . condemns it. 
Such patriotism does, riot appraach>': in de^eeor ex* 
tent, tk&^WoBusdLeate of tl8ie*|-s|%bn of Qmst.. JBut 
why; degrade ike terra by such 'a^ expoisition ? -Hatve 
there been no examples of a 'generous andlaudaM#love 
of country ? WDl not^ct justify the assertion^ that 
those who are affectionate in limited circlesi, are s^doia 
deficient in'.philantteropy ? The kindest husband- is 
probabljrthe mosthelpM neighba&r; this neighbc>ur the 
most peadeabte eitizpn ;. this dtiaeu the m©st effective 
solder; mid sudh^a soldier, educated in the different 
grades of sodiaMife,. \iTll the moist readily wfeep oyer 
uie'ruiifKlof wdr,- cordially bew^ the calamities of ^ian. 
EInd) and corisctentiouslyTespeet the obligalions'ef 
%maM^ It is, therefore,: no proefAat St, Paul'^vaSj, 
or thi3:!«Eiy otherpersori'isdiesfituteOf generall<beIiev- 
olenGeiJthat they manifest a cfcind affection tamwd^f 
bi^threh aiid fciiAtlredj.>a€di>rd!ifig; tO'the flesh^^ 

But' since the'iiame patriot Im beeti dSien us 
l%»,'wickedi Jsia*,', and Mstwiais haves somjetireife^ sawG- 
tieAied the' b^Qi^iatr&n^ and 'the -nations-rnggraiadized 
have loqlH^ed ial^Lc be^bwment< of unntfei-ijaai^-hon- 
6uis iipoiMnpsiiiciij^ti.gtilQ^^I'^ind'^ll^ll!^^ ^ it Is 
pl^et-;to discritninat&Tmore 'okiniuteli^vCHi tMs<su<b^t!^ 
and thus to remj©^^ fr«ra" the idea^* of pa^iiolafr^' -ztny 
(Ms^raCe ihto wfeiA it mUy have fallen^l^r its alBance 
eafljewv^ith thfe'weafcnesses' or viaes' oftjfete human ehar- 
acter.,.r' .;;t'.*£-.:i elp^:.'-'-: •■;■".- 's,'*^ .■ ■.-,,'■:■ 
f* No pr^)eilts^6{^tr»3t^BgKexterHiatg$imuchle$s jus- 
tlfjr'lleieastMiiflal^bitf Jhefna«ims of justice aHd» 
manity. That ^ganeatkess/wltich<isiiiiHr(ai|ab%^ ^ atla^ed 
..to^i^ besfevoferrqey i^rns 'iatfthaibfiitolie^ which is. 
i&eqP!ss arad dififenfesfcl " This bejaeiroleiiGfe, wfeeflner 
exercised towards faroily, felloW-ci&^V^'Or mankandv 
renounces .e*er3r ^d:«iai^blf^%hi(^i'^(^Bl)qt<be feecuted 

Jaa{)pitie«s of iqtdftviduyssf^ikis ihdeed the^^eatesll^ 

^ j.i ■ . • . 
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surdity to attempt to build up any limited interest, by 
means which, if univcEsalty adopted, would prove subfr 
versive of all society. - .. .; ^ 

It is scarcely necessary to add, thM all illiberal |>stfi 
tialities towards our own countryi and unfibunded an- 
tipathies toward other ©ountries, are excluded from tHi 
idea ©f christian patriotism. "Neidter is tlier-e anything 
commendable in the puerile attachment of some to 
their native soil and climate; though innocent, it ranks 
no higher, than a fondness for one's hurseu ■ We may, 
however, view these natural feelings with a favourable 
eyej when ^^ ajppear to be associated with moralfeel- 
ings, and to limit- arid to sferfei^tlffin ^em. 

^Mat severe censure is the just demerit of those hy- 
pocritical ;^:5Btences to paitriofemaij. which are designed 
ibr!thei8Efi6ni#d«riei*oJ!f personal ambitions E'V*ery age 
and country produces spoiitical sycophants, wkjfktter, 
that they may rule or plunder tireir fellow^creatures. 
The numerous instances of 4feis deception should rhake 
us dow in^Njng credit to thefppmrances of patriot- 
ism. sThei popular opinion is frequently ungrounded. 
ITcMiay we hear,«H«saiiiia to the Son of David; to- 
intMTOWf GpBcify, cnKsify temi Many excellent men 
sleep iathei |;^ave <tf d^curity, and others' have a name 
to Mve, who deserve oblivitra. Discrimination dictates 
an eute^. upon the poor, man,' tvhose wisdom saved 
the 'City, but -who was never after remembered,* and as- 
agns h^ a much muH-e cmispicu'QiUs niche in the tem- 
pte of fame, than more celebrated characters, who have 
the <apBdit of loving the nation and building a syna- 
gogue^ It is but just to distinguish die unalloy€d 
^id of p|,tiSdtism from deceitful imitations, and the 
aieteors of a moment from the stars of the first, sec- 
ond aud third magBkude, wMch shiiie throu^ suc- 
cessive generations, nf-ihr-.: 

^Excluding then from the idea of patriotism- whatey> 
er is unjust, frivolous, selfishor hypocritical, it is?fhen 
only conamenied, when defined to express an honest 

• Eccl. ix. 15.. 
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solidtede for tlffi welfere of die community to wWcIi 
we belong, and- a glowing joy at the just gdns and im- 
provement of bur .kindred according to die flesh; a 
deep and anxious aaticipati»m of our country's sdan- 
^ts, and aibetitonaite fffayers for its prosperity tr^Oir 
in fewee, wqMs, |>atrit)tiism.4s,;to be commended when 
the pvfessim is sineeite, tiae means just, and the objee^ 

'. ; The^fdvouraM© hearing of this intelligent audience is 
s®licited^ wMetdie speaker dispatches the j&raa/rij/ 
part of lus sa^detj. and supplies it to the ocea^flra)in our 
view;' toi'die :ch^ac!^;herea^i?myed,iand;the timeB 
• in .which' we live, ''^'<'»'---,. •'; ,^4<.*'„ -•..i.//.- .; •■- •'' 

■■ The most arduous !i6utysof'p;%ioti^is ta die in its 

caase, -when requjf eds; < Aaiy names » Giseefc and'sRo- 

manvibistoiy^ as ^S0 in the |b*% @f odier nations, 

havc'beiEai transmitted with'Teaeficatio%sfqr dus reason, 

Itoaii'they ccwmted notdieis, own lives dear to them, if 

th«y might but worfe some. gfteat delive«ance to dieir 

©Ountpy. Indeedj a ^eatptr oblation thaiEt (that of ;life 

«anne(t'be'ma!#e-fi^!the ecsmmon! safely. %.But the call 

to eEftb^afce certain death;is made.but seldmn, andibut 

to f^w iH^paduak eSsx^t, imdo^.^. ' AnkI i^ caU^dy ^tiiaiiy 

'WGHrdiy citiiens migl«bJshiWt#"om so tiii'ensive am<,^r 

fewng for the jmblic gp£M|> The- spirit mlg^be will- 

,irtg, butthe flesh might be weak. Widvmorefre- 

Aijja^i^,' we are called to hazard our lives; .and^ when 

tto.^stiQe of our counfcry^s caiisd is i^^lymstablished 

in the mind, and the obtrusipBiS;Hpcfflt!Our»peiisonal<safety 

>dlli#po§se!ssioas ar&vM)lent and cbntiiaueif <|trhoe^r can 

Wdteidf pbay for lsa& brethren dndJimdr-ed icicmmkig to 

HM^ flesh will seek -no .dispoisaific^'from the ordinary 

rjC^stialtieS' of war;? Wifc^cheerfully ©bey a summons to 

the'Md.^ru'PieJstateofT^dQ; inwhiAweliveatpres- 

!*af; renders aayifjeisuasives'cfli diisiiead MnseasaEia,ble. 

iByi.fiiv@itr«f -B!iviae« Providence, we are Jiot required 

at present to -decadlepn suck;trying.demaids of patriot- 

i' j^i' More pleasant themes invite attdnticai.;»'^'The 

ordk^ij couj^ of tfiungs in our liiMes,aiad oountiy af- 
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► fords many opportunities of. rendering patriotic ^r- 
vides, and every one may d^y find some work of love 
to his brethren. (Beside what may be^, exaeted in the 
defence of our country against a foreign, enemy, there 
are a multitude of other expressions of patriotism impor- 
tant in their nature, practicable by aji^aiad especially |)y 
sudi, as occupy stations, of influence and authority. 

It is consoling to reflect that every individual, in 
whatever station, may reap the honour of patribtism 
. and enjc^-theiseonjpfecency which springs from useful 
actions, bycbsrishinginthimself and others benevolent 
opinions and feelings, by setting an example of ready 
obedience to the l»ws, by giving support to in.itifcuti|)ns 
. of public utility, by aiding in the establishmj^nt of such 
jiew regulations as the common good requires,;by oc- 
casional acts of charity, and above all, by exhibitiiBg an 
undefiledp&.ttem of christian virtue and godliness. . 

But.perli^ps these.. objects seem distant and. general, 
andjthe* effects produced by individual exertion almost 
ij'imparceptible. We may, however, find a new spring^ 
of aiiinMion and diligence in considering how much 
good may be done to our country by only pursuing 
witls^^eal arid? fidelity the business oi.our ne^pecttm vo- 
afjCflft'owi'. ^;|it falls but ^to few to.. £fe'e for the :nationi?,'and 
an oppdrturiity may seldom be afforded of contribi^ing 
to the erection of some, great edifice ; yefcevery one, in 
all times, by well discharging the duties, of his sphere 
and station, may build up the interests and increase the 
happiness of his country. 

«Fhe social body is composed of .various members, 
mutually connected and dependent. Though some 
be rdeemed less hontMJfrable, they may not i)e less 
jxecessary than others. As the eye, the ear, tlie hand, 
the foot of the.human body, cannot say one to the oth- 
er, 1 have ho need of you, but all in their respective 
places have kidispeoisable uses; so, in the common- 
we^th^'teaKBh^oitizen has; some gift or function, by which 
A he, may become a; contriMitou: ta the supiicirt and plea- 
sure of the whole bpdy. Jn every society there is 
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n»ch 'mutual dependence. "The king himseff is 
served by the field, ff^ s All the various ©kssBS of men 
derive subsistence from each others' power or favour. 
TTMi most essential labours are tijose erf the field. The 
dilFererit .fabriqaitions M the artist are jeiihiep '' useful or 
conyjepi«pt.t" ..Thejiich; would be less - happy ^without 
the poor to ad^^t^nii^er to their ..i^uope,. and .<ease j^and 
the poor, in turn, i^e,.pTofited;.bf. the! stewards!:^ .of 
4m. riplj^iWhose aiterpiize!, .pK«rid!en«ise. and ecoaomy 
lejiable s^em to re^cpml their jlkbour, and relieve ihkt in. 
digence, which spring ;from indolence,- w^st^dness, 
and .vice, or from sickness and misfortune. The 
young sustain janimpprtanl relation to the aged, whose 
uifixmities and sorrows it is their province to bear and 
mitigate, as wdl as ^rform the manual service, and en- 
duT^ the hardsh^s of life ; .and llie young may reap a 
full reward from jhe.counseL of; ancient men, matured 
by experience and rendened impressive by gr^ hairs. 
We need not.4herefbre ,f$im despond, with teiidea 
'thab we are unatde to serve the community ; for keq>- 
ing in; the line^ that iiature and providence have niaKk- 
ed out for us, we may ;effect,a:>multatude of purposes 
usefiil to sociiB^. By assiduity in mr, .prj^^iof0 la- 
■bpji^^Mi^^imy uncoijamon exen^nSjI^rti^acJEffiCB^, 
is^eito&yreap the. praise, of serving our coutitty and 

^iieijatioa., ,,■.. , : . . ,- , „^ ,;^/i 

But the sufcgecti of patriotiG; duties m®re prs^esly; 
^embraces the cpimdecation of certain weighty.*iMto5»- 
estsof society, in the advancement of which it; is: ne- 
cessaoy we should $U. unite^ be our partjduter.voca- 
tionts- what they .may. i. There are some burdens, 
which, may be lifted, tg^i^andividual stifeng^ ; othePs 
require .the . ii^it^^ force of the whcde; community^ 
to raise and support iJiem^ : The opinions of -dlf 
parties must be erabtaced, ^teutite, is said, . thatiipa^ 
triotism re!quiiTes..thei:watchfuldp(JeseFKailion.of our 
j:anstitutien and ili^,tieii-^1h.e fiiAmkOmt. ^iagncullM, 
ml ans-^'^H^d^mb # tiwW«fi^*— and, abov« 

• * Ecclesiastes'v. 9, 
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v^, a^Q protnodott of a rdigious spirit ^ fruitful of gmi 
works. •■■ i ' ' ■■ •' ■'■' :-i ■'• '.«f- 

I. The first duty cH patriotism (esjpieciallly in our 
country) is to preserve our constitution and 
ii B E R T I E s. Mankind have entertained diieipetit ideafes 
on the subject of civil constitutions, and haive adopted 
different forms, **: according to the different habits^ 
gaiiiisand circumstances ef the people." With us 
mereeught to be but one c^inion ; and, as the result 
of this opinion, the most decided support given to our 
repuyican mstitutions, as best adapted to promote the 
Happiness of all ratJcs in society. Some parts of the 
superstructure may with propriety admit of occasion- 
al alter^lxans ; but the elective base,, and those consti- 
tutional pillars of &eedom,' iipon which we are com- 
pacted t^etiber, requaire vigilant protection. There is 
danger of innomation 'without it^fovemmt, of annihilat- 
ing one point after anotheFj to 4eilitdte the desi^is of 
p^ty*, and serve the purposes of personal ambition-. 
■ Ourfadiers, m the^most serious exercise of their 
imderstandings, and ii:^iaienGed by the most disinter-'^ 
ested«mo:^ves, adopted: and established those civil con- 
stitutions, by whidi we have been pisotectei,' and to 
whi^ we E^^look for protectic«i. Wf?KiaXfe reason of 
fiill ConfidenoE'both in their judgment and f^atrj^t^En;: 
&om the experience of . safety and prosperity, s'l The 
lover of his country will watch against every encroach- 
ment on established rights and lifeenies, and ©Speei^y 
such as have for their object the perpetH^tion*of cil^ 
p@wer in the hands of a few. But what are the means 
tisthis end? To what ex|Jediente must we ha^^e re- 
comriie in secmng our present -pm^egefe? No mean„ 
nlit.e3£pedient is e£ more certain opera^dnthan thte <f^- 
pmit^lBM\of taise and^oodmen to wisaait/ge our common 
interfests'.! Let all classes of citizens ttnite in this 
point, viz. topbce honsesft and able men in dieir pubic 
councis. Gan we be- so infeituated as to thinks ow 
constitu(ti;0ns and libibties ever safe, when we entr^usli 
civilijpowfer to ra^whom we diserec^t m private trafls-i 
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actions? The governing partof a nation ought to b« 
men of unimpeachable justice, prudence, temperaneey 
and exempliary goodness. For if men have lost the 
moral government of themselves, how shall they direct 
the affidrs of the public with reason and equity, and 
how can we suppose they will respect the rights of the 
W^k people, who do not respect individu&l ckiins; 

It may be added, that the corrupt example of men 
in station is peculiarly contagioiis and destrufctive. 
The pagans imitated the supposed "pfactit^ 'of theif 
godsa Gods on earth equail^f pfopdgate their mcesw 
Arid as it was formerly in vain for the phifosoph^^to 
arrai^ the vices of heathen deities, so now it isf esi|fla]i- 
ly fruidess for the preacher and mordist to inveighi 
ag^mt vices made reputable By o^fcajf emitmic$. 
There is special reason to fear that our riglrts and liber- 
ties will be impaired and lost, and our 'natiofaal man- 
ners corrupted by unprincipled and immfiral rulers. 

So much evil is to be apprehended from thi» 
source, that it may be established as a prime duty of 
patriotism in every citizen to exercise his elective pow- 
er with caution, and entrust the administration of ipubit 
lie affairs only to men of sound minds alnd vfflrtuoUSf 
habi|s. Without this preventive^; that treasure of iri» 
dependence aud freedom* wluch' our country so long 
and so nobly bled to acquire, will be dissipefted and ir- 
reiEwerabjiy lost. We often look to political expedi- 
ents for the preservation of political blessings; but the^ 
will all prove deficient j if the general course of our 
public affairs be not directed by wisdom and upright^ 
ness. To this point then, let all collect, and commit 
die dustody of our political tables to men of uliast^f' 
tatious wisdom and experienced fidelify. Thus shall 
we preserve and perpetuate our constitutions and lib- 
aties. - 

II. But the attainment of this object' is intiumtdjr 
connected vrath another branch of patriotic duty, the 

GENERAL DIFFUSION ot KNOWLEDGE. We haVC a 

text <Mi this subject, the writer of which,, and the thap- 



17 



ter containing it must be recollectsed by every in^ivid- 
ual in this audience. " In proportion as the structure 
*'of a government gives force to public opinion, it is es- 
*' sential that public opinion be enlightened."* Whoev- 
er loves liberty and die government pf laws will culti- 
vate seminaries of learning. He will manure and weed 
every plot where seeds of insjtruction have been sown, 
scad hedge in new enclosures, that " children's children 
*'may go in. and find pasture" to satisfy the hunger of 
^eir minds. It may be a fact, that ignorant subjects 
are most peaceable and submissive, and that learn- 
ing, beyond the sphere of one's own occupation, has 
sometimes a tendency to beget uneasy and aspiring 
sensaticHis. • Under -despotic governments, sound pol- 
iqy may forbid the dissemination of knowledge ; but 
we profess to value liberty, as conducive to the safety, 
peace and improvement of man. Let us then provide 
against both its abuses audits loss. The preservation 
of it can be insured by no means of more infallible op- 
eration than that of enlivening the public mind. 
The wise sometimes, the ignorant always are led by 
their- passions. By mental cultivation these passions 
are subdued in part, .and the remainder restrained. 
The uninformed are easily excited to rebellion by 
^oarse and noisy eloqutence ; and there are no estab- 
lishments or measures, however wise and salutary, but 
must yield to the vandal rage of an ignorant populace. 
The light of knowledge a£o tends to harmonize the 
feelings of men, to prevent the unhappiness arising 
from a collision of manners, and dispose them to endure 
that heterogeneous quality of each other's habits, 
which, to a certain degree, is incurable. Beside these 
considerations, showing the importance of difRised in- 
formation, how unqualified are the ignorant to desig- 
nate wise and honest agents from the, general mass for 
the purpose of government. Blind electors will not 
probably choose seeing gtiides- The issue is still less 
probtematical, when the blind are leaders of the blind. 

» President Washington's Adares* onretarbg from public life. 

c 
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ifief i frei6 ^'^ethinent. Attiong Such, civil power 
ifttiSt be toncferitttted ift die hands 6f one oti^feW, aJid 
pixjfcfiliid submission to its ttvdst arbitrarf cxefcise be 
the duly iat^pt Of pCfdsefViWg any order and jastiefe. 

Impi-essed with these Gofeviotktfis,; the patriot will 
render evieiy ^|i|jort and ikfeOtirageirtent to teaehing 
arid 'felafniiig, aM thfe difiliSiCtn (stf iiseftil irtfortMafioa 
through all rknks In socieiyr Though- isibattfetin^'oE 
kno\vledgfe m&f often produce* pedantry, and thou^ 
the "^oet has' said^ '"A 'litjlfeleai^iirgKadangdroiiS. 
iliiiig-,'' yet bodrish ignorance is botife more ut^lcas^l 
and dangerous^ • . , . ,t 

" fitit ift devising methods fea- effecting this o^et±;,-it 
ttl^st' fe i*etbitected, that knowledgte is ttot to %6 
^ajiied^ aftdr' arriMng to adall age. Sottue, iniproytf- 
tfiefft tta^'be «iadfe' on tfte 'stock act^Uired, btit few ad- 
titiCttis^'to it 'cstn be txpfeited.:^ The ntitttttt of tferft 
Kiihd mast he cdiiitrtenced early. It is then felbfe,, 
active, a;rid'^krt4tes-of a li^er degree t)f susceptibiH- 
i^', than belbiig's'to'r^ years, it issa-ttiost ingemoi|s 
tod in6*en.rctive ^u're^^wkich sonnfe one has adopted, to 
iitostfate the flee^si^ of larly instruction in. aOrals, 
Who says, 's^&tkiftg of thfe^yoting^ '^''•Axyimtst'ber(Bed 
'**in ' Vhe 1}jM:^ ' This idea: appJie^ as; weJl -to ^ prind- 
plies of .te^WlMgfe; as to'^io^eotttioMii^V BMifs 
ikeisroffL The coloiirs coJrtrtitinfcatBd after die cloth 
IS made Wll S6(k" fade, M" not %tir% -Wear oiit. Itis 
"hdtice easy'to peteei^ethat the diffllsiOa'Qf knowledge 
'it^oWs' som^thSfig tdord thto drctflatia^ party paai- 
^Ifiitejj hew^papgi'S;, arid sectarikn'the'ok^cd tracts^* 

• •Koftijft^'fe iMifendfedBy ■ftis'ttnvark imfatOul^Ue «r -^Irel^^tM-tfr 
■those Jodividtials or asst^aitiems,, Ivhqse object jis ,^p 'dissenumtieii cC 
liseful tracts. It isb^efgd. tl(e|r desigiU are pure, and that their liberstl 
fe^SfertioM in this Way l&Ve jf-Bdik^*! "many gootl ; fefecSfe. It is ho weirep 
ito bewished^U^t the b'oSksi^cu^ed^s^utd net contain 4<%niatic:^de- 
eisiOHs on points of doctrine of a dovbtful nature. The preracel'^ ap- 
*pendixes suTijo'ined ihould^ot^fe deiilffledJtb THStke the Cc^nlmon Irisadelr 
-Ly asti'«S»u|i^.}iai^tiealal('&dn;ttij.^^e'd'^eiis.iai^ p^iia^, which, ora- 
ny serious and judicious ministers decline introducing iilto their course 
of weekly igstruetions, ; We jegaj^a^^as^>is,it not time that- OK^iitmtry 
should pradui^ authM's upon common subjecf^.who can treat' mem with 
taoie coofoimity to the feelings and lianguag« of iSfe place and time ) 
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Miricjj^ like some :q£ our pplitieal.gpcU9Qli»w^i;% are 
not always the better for being of injpqrted origitu 
The christian patriot, iii his cflorts to spread knowledge, 
will first light the taper at howe :: he wjU tea<;h his 
children and dependants, -morning gnd niglpity in tbs 
house and by the way. And siace few b^ve, both the 
ability and leisiirje to do this, it is necessary to patro.- 
nize young men of respectable character and suitable tal- 
ents, and give them ample encour^ement to enter up- 
on the laborious dg.ties of common schools, that, the 
profession «f teaching m^y he pleasant ^il4 reputable, 
if not lucrative,' to the teacher. , In producing these 
teachers, and thus advancing the interests of early i?ducai 
tion, there must be jftrjfflwr)) schools for their instruction. 
The institution of colleges, where the higher b;i.pcli£s qf 
knowledge are taught and learnt, is indispensable jfoB 
this as well as other purpose^- Though they ^nay be 
complained of as aristocratic, since the advantages of 
education they furnish are necessarily limited to a few, 
yet great is their influence upon political freedom and 
piibU:e improvement. Beside aiording the communi- 
ty qualified teachers of youth, their e^ct is discovered 
in die debates of our public assemblies, in the weekly 
jservices of religious teachers^ and the general style pf 
reasoning throughout the whole community. Admit 
that they discharge their streams with partiality, water- 
ing here and thexe a favoured spot, yet providence has 
opened numberless channels, by which their salutary 
;waters are diffused over the whole faoe of the common- 
wealth. We have not much to feaf fron) literary aris- 
tocracy. Though knowledge be power, and superior 
inteUigence as well as property extends the infliience 
of the possessor ; yet science, truly so called, has no 
corruptmg effept on the heart. The pursuit of it tran- 
quillizes the mind and reforms the manners. We 
may be assured, that if the larger windows of li^ht be 
shut, the whale mansion will be soon.4nvolved m bar- 
Jbarian jdWfiiess, }vith w;hich despotism is inseparably 
cormected. 
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The christian patriot will therefore dh^sh in his 
own and'in the minds of others' ti veneratbn for the 
larger semindries of instruction, and their founders, and 
daily pray that "heafiilg salt' may be cast into these 
" fountains of knowfedgl,"' 

HI. Alth6ugh the ddfehd^ of liberty and the spread- 
ing of ktiowfedge'^e objects' of high concernment in 
thfe view of patridfic mihds; yet the article on which 
we are about to enter must be ma^ified in its impor- 
tance. " Of all dispositions and habits which lead to 
" political prosperity, religion arid morality are in- 
*' dispensable supports. In vain would that man claim 
*' the tribute of patriotism, who should labour to sub- 
*' vert these great pillars of human happiness, these firm- 
*' est props of the duties of men and citizens. The mere 
*' politician equally with the pious man ought to respect 
*' and cherish tiiem." Thus spake one, " By whom 
*' many Worthy deeds were ddne to our nation," at ai 
time too when'no personal motive could possibly bias 
his counsel. 

The opinion of some that religion is n6t,tq beas^ 
sociated in any dfegree with political afl^rs, thjit society 
may flourish without its aid and influence, it may not 
be tifeedful to confiite in this asseijibly ; if. it were, we 
would demand ah instance of a people, j^tpgeither prq^ 
fane, regardless of an oatii, destitute of religious fear, 
who have subsisted in peace'and order, and found 
growing prosperity and hd|)pihes§l 

What part of nature is supported without God? Do 
the planets keep in their spheres? Does' tlie earth re- 
volve? Does' the soil shoot forth the blade of grass ? 
Does health nerve the limbs and cheerfulness expand 
the soul, without the all pervading spirit of the Mo?4 
High ? Nay. How then shall the social virtues bud 
and grow independently of the same cause ? How shall 
order, strength and manhood accrue to the social body 
without any portion of divine 'influence? And through 
lahat ehannek can this influence Jloiu, but through the 
mind and heart? 
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"Religion may be considered as to its theory, its 
spmt, and practice. Its theory involves the conside- 
ration of things infinite, eternal, and transcendently ex- 
cellent, viz. God, immortality, ^d the immutable dis- 
criminations qf holiness and sin. Its spirit implies 
such emotions towards God as are associated with eveP 
xy flung mild, joyful ^d sublime. The practice of 
religion, or the sensible forms of it, conduce to the two 
first mentioned ends, viz. the knowledge of its theory 
and the exercise of its spirit. Religion doubtless sub-^ ' 
sists in different persons and communities, and at dif- 
ferent periods of time, in 'various degrees of purity. 
But without some respect for a Supreme Lawgiver, 
there is no basis of obedience to the laws of morality. 
Even a weak sense of religion, clouded by ignorance 
and intermingled with the vanities an^ weaknesses of 
human nature, secures the practice of many duties, 
which can never be successfully enforced by civil laws. 
It is necessary, however, to distinguish the religion, 
"wluch is use&l in the preservation of social order and 
happiness, from certain corrupt and unlawful establish- 
ments which have been made in many countries. Cori 
rect ideas of religion are not obtained by reading the 
debates of the council of Nice, the minutes of a Rom- 
ish conclave or Protestant synod. Most, if not all eci 
clesiastic, academic, as well as legislative disquisitions 
on this subject have shed daf kness rather than light, 
and unfolded the character of the man of sin, rather 
thall that of the prince of peace. 

Useful religion is also to be discriminated from the 
wild enthusiasm, excited by fidd oratory, and the anti- 
social gloom of the cloister. Religion has often been 
defiled and rendered unprofitable and unamiable ; and 
is always tinctured, by the education, constitution, 
and moral habits of men ; yet even in its most imper- 
fect forms, it is accompanied with some meliorating 
efFeCtSi In this recommendation of religion as useful 
an a state, we are not so much concerned to make any 
tcasuistical statement of its metes and bounds, as to illus- 
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^te its general influence oiit the conduct and haj^i- 
ness of mankind., A scantier portion of religious 
fcnpwledge ^nd sentiment may answer useful purposes 
in'Bociety, than will be necessary to our obtaining a 
part in the future mheritance of saints. , 

In these repparks on the effect ofreli^on, the epi- 
|het christian,, though omitted, is understood. For tp 
us there can be no middle way between embracing 
the doctrines of the gospel, and resorting to scepticism 
gnd irteligion. We can have no motives and feel no 
impulse to adopt pagan idolatry or Mahometan im- 
posture. A;id it is a thesis, fronft the defence of which 
no believer need shrink, that every person who expe- 
riences the smallest expitements of a religious nature, 
will eagerly read, and hear the rq)ort of Jesus Christ. 
Js any one alarmed by anticipations of the punishnieijt 
pf his sins? Is any one conscious of inability tp keep 
the law ? In the gospel are promises of pardon and aid. 
Ppes any one hunger for the bread of life? from ifliis 
source it may be procured. The neglect or reject^ 
of Christianity, when fairly proposed, in most cases ijj- 
dicates religious unsusceptibility, and we m^y add, an 
^qual deficiency of moral feelings. 

We are sensible there are many sects among clir^- 
tians, some of which claim an excIusiYe patent right to 
^e keys, which unlock the door of divine truth and the 
gate of heaven. Some incorporate the logic oif the 
•pchppl with their christian divinity ; their liturgy does 
seldom comprise the Lprd,'s prayer, and their confes- 
sion of faith is such as might be framed by men, who 
forget that th? Sermon on the Mount was ever preadied. 

Others are disposed to monastic life, and think they 
;never serve Qqd, but when in the act of piraying. 
There are, too, lordly christians, who would bring over 
again the mischievous farces of national and Gecumeltt- 
cal councils. Some, of unfeigned piety, but illiberal 
minds, deein nothing religion unless it be measured by 
their line, and its fervour jbe excited to a giveil point, 
which is also to be aiscerta^ned by their thernaoqietqiv 
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laAis eolli^on of sentiment, .the christian patriot raiw 
fcesitafe what coiarse torpursue, what tenets to defenii, 
aad to what eslablishment to adhere. . Shall he em- 
brace the chiirch, whose articles of feith are multiplied 
and circumstahtially defined ? Possibly he may neither 
get any; good himself or do aay to the commonwealth. 
Shall, he make the matter of rites and ceremonies a 
topiing point ? he will be fed, neither with " milk nor 
" meat." Let every man examine his faith, his feelings, 
and Ms practice by the word of God, permitting no in- 
ferior authority to warp his decisions. In -promoting 
*he interests of religion among his fellow-men, let him 
propagate those truths which are plain and important; 
nor feel obliged to "satisfy the inquisitoveness of bigots 
by avowing die party of Paul, ApoUos, or Cephas; 
contented if it, do but appear tisat he hath been widi 
Chri^. So far at least as tte welfare of society is con- 
cerned, there i-s but one essential point, viz. to convince 
:those who believe in God that they ought cardFuUy to 
maintam such good works a? are profitable to men, 
"Whilst these are indispensable to the character of the 
d^ciple, th^ form the sum of the religion of the pa- 
triot. As to those, who act a contrary part, and en- 
deavour by their sophistry or thetf ridicule to extirpate 
that little respect for christiahity, which at present sub- 
sists, &e most favourible remark wWch we can iaalj^e 
was made by our Saviour on^those, who were ^ctaf^ 
jCii his crucifixion, ''fhej%0(^ not nsih'gi.ihey io.^^* 
-The, christian patriot will cherish the \4tal sentiment, 
the ifl^frd operation of religion, and judge in all cages 
of its strength and piirity by the fmits. " How shdlH 
do this ^eat wiokednjess, and ^li against God," is an 
exclamation, which, when dictated by the heart, and 
verified by the conduct, ascertains with sufiicient blear-, 
ness the power of religion in any man's breast to enti- 
tle him to our coiiffidence, respect and love. 

.Beside the influence of reh^ion upon morality in ^«»- 
ra^, it merits consideration, that whatever be the 

im Luice xxiii. ^. 
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means or ohgects of patriotism, its spirit is purified and 
its zeal quickened. by this -principle. No virtuous 
emotion can long subsist, much less be excited to a 
high degree, in an unsanctiELcd heart. . Love to man^ 
whether more or less limited as to its objects, must be 
frequently invigorated by the stimulations of piety. 
It will wax cold, and me number of its labours be di- 
jninished, unless its fire be renewed by a spark from 
the altar,* 

Beside the cardinal interests of liberty, knowl- 
edge and RELIGION, there: are other objects of sub- 
ordinate value soliciting the attention of him who 
loves his country. 

Agricultural improvements, rui^ anddomeslic ectm- 
omy, the introduction of useful plants, roots and grains^ 
rank high among secondary topics. He, who 
should discover one grain ; of wheat so much earliea- 
than the common kind, as to be exempt from blast ; 
and who should propa^te it with efiect, will in the 
jesiidt Jbave done more good to his country, than li^ 
who, by conquest or purchase, should add the mines of 
Mexico to our national domain. We lought to know 
who first introduced and CBCouraged the cultivation of 

' ^ The following general observatians in Necker'? wprtpn the f^e/ioe 
of Religious Opinions, with many others in the same voluble, deserve -to 
be onivensally known and considiered. "I cannbt/ I-avoW, without dis- 
". gust, .and ev^n horror, conceive the absurd nation of a. political soci- 
" ety, destitute of that 'governing, motive s^orded by re|i^ion, .and re- 
" strained only by a pretended'«6nhexion of their' privatte intfere'st'W-ith thJS 
« general." " It ^is at Ae tribunal of his own conscience, that a man caa 
" be interrogated about a number of actions and intentions, which e*. 
'• cape the nispection of goverhnient; Let us beware of oveftuml% 
"the authority of a judge so active and enlightened., Let us beifrai-e df 
'• weakening h voluntarily ; and,let,us not be so imprudent as tb repose 
" only on social discipline. I will even venture to say, that ,the"power 
■" of conscience is perhaps stiE more necessary in the age we live'4% 
/' than in. any of the preceding. Though society no longer; pre^ents,^ 
" with a view of those vices and crimes, which shock us by tiieir deter- 
*.' mity ;iyet licentiousness df morals and Peflhement of manners have ial. 
" most imperce^bly blended good and, evil,.'Vice asfd. decency, false- 
'• hood and truth, selfishness and magnanimity. It is more important 
■" thMi ever to oppose to tliis secrfet depravity an interiwr autiKnrity, 
"^ which pries into the mysterious windin^^s of disguise, and whose ac- 
" tion may be as pe^ietrating, as our dissimulatioft seems artfiil 9xA we9l 
" contrived." 
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tihtal vegetable, which is next in value to bread. Jf the 
plough, in its present improved state, had been the in- 
vention of one man, a colossal statue, larger than that 
of Rhodes, would be too little to perpetuate the re- 
membrance of the inventor. As the ancients con- 
tended about the place which gave birth to Horner^ 
we, as philanthropists, have much more reason to re- 
spect the chM^cter of Rumford,* and honour ourselves 
by some indelible register of liis name. The happiness 
of the human kind is an aggregate made up of particu- 
lars, some of which escape the observation of little and 
great minds. The vision of the former does not ex- 
tend far enough, and that of the latter extends too far, to 
make discovery of the truth. Whoever surveys the 
map of our country^ and considers the variety of its soil 
and clihlate, will see how much our interest and com- 
fort are involved in the improvements of husbandry, 
compared with which, the mechanic arts and com- 
merce are of secondary importance. The number of 
people, who subsist by these, must ever be compara* 
lively small. Commerce indeed is a handmaid of ag- 
riculture, by opening a market for the surplus produce 
of the earth. But of what other value are the re- 
turns ? In a moral view, the commodities of the East 
and West Indies are of little service. Ought it not to 
diminish our relish for, some, of them, that they are the 
produce of slavery? Such was the sensibility of 
David, that he would not, though thirsty, drink of wa^ 
ter brought from the well of Bethlehem by three brave 
men at the hazard of their lives. He called it the 
blood of those who went in jeopardy of their 
fives- And yet we, christians, advocates for liberty 
and the rights of men, stimulate our appetites 
and fe^t our palates, daily, and without remorse, 

upon luxuries produced but I stop, lest something 

unwelcome should obtrude itself in regard to the social 

* In this respectful mention of Benjamin Thompson, we have parti?- 
idarly in view' his meritorious services to the poor of Munich. 

D 
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condition of some of our sister states. To" revfert tcf 
our subject. Many imported commodities encour^er 
Idleness, and engendo- corruption and efteminacy. 
By establishkig two great interests, commercial axid 
agricultural, unhappy alienations among citizens are 
excited, while the merchandize exposed on the ocean 
allures the cupidity of foreign pirates. 

Provision for the subsistence aiid moral's of tfie poor 
is a duty of patriotism. In. every country thijs class 
is numerous ;; more especially where population in- 
creases and the means of subsistence are unegually di- 
vided. In our country,, poverty arises from rcfieniess, 
want of economy, and moral debasement.. The pa- 
triot will deem it no trifling object to iiiftise iiitq the 
poor a "^ spirit of decency, a love of econorny, ai de- 
sire of knowlfedge, iind a reg^d to character.'* In or- 
dinary times, few services can be rendereij to our 
country of greater magnitude than' the promotion of 
tire above objects.. Abjectness and vice in t|ffi char- 
acter of the poor are disgraceful to thei, laws and 
manners of every countty. In some countrii^ this 
subject is truly awfii,. aiid invites the most active 
services of benevolence. The prevention of.thi& 
evil invites the most senous , eonsideralicifi of actiryje 
patriotism in our own- , 

When we reflect on tRe- spxr;7 of the tiBTEs in 
wbicb we live, it will appear evidently^ to ,be thi^ <Juty 
of every patriot to set an example of sobriety and tem- 
perance, to promote peace and mutij^ cpnfidencjej, tp 
dissipate^ by honest and prudent means^, those pesti- 
lential vapours which hover in our pplitiqal atinos- 
phere, and to breathe out,, in conversation and beha- 
viour, the spirit of meekness and urbanity, "^hat wc 
experience at this day is not new in the world. la 
navigating the sea of popular liberty, it has always 
been fopiid tempestuous; The rich and the poor, the 
^orth and the south, form into parties to iiyijirgandde- 
stroy each^other; and vinder^ tlie speoious Gmer.-Of 
preserving liberty, liberty 'is at length annihilated. To 
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this danger iw-e stand exposed. ^ part of tji$ tim« 
we contend ^out prmpipks imdstneasiires, but tlie 
"whole time about men. Our restlessness and folly 
render imminent that demdlition of freedom, which 
otiher ftee states have scxperienced. AH lovers of 
their country, not putting far away the evil day, will 
labour to avert its calamitous issues. 

With a view to this end, we naturally ask, Are 
there not some untried expedients of peace, harmony 
and mutual confidence .? Instead of debating any long- 
er on the points of difierence, let it be inquired coolly 
in how many things men are agre,ed. Instead of 
using harsh.and scornful language, and wantonly shoot- 
ing arrows (iMpt in poison, let men consider that a 
steady liand, a tender heart and gentle tongue are qual- 
ifies most useful to the patriotic surgeon, who would 
heal the festering wounds -of division. The " tongue 
*' of the righteous is health, his mouth is a well of lite ; 
^'liis lips disperse knowledge; his communications 
*' are gCK)d to the use of edifying, and minister grace 
♦' to die hearer." Let also every man shpw more so- 
licitude that his fellow-crealtures be well informed and 
governed, than that his particular opinion^ be adopted, 
or he himself allowed to share in die administration of 
public affairs. And above all, as a lundamental recipe 
in healing divisions, let every man govern hiihself, not 
serving his own interest at the expence of justice, or 
seeking revenge at the expence of charity. Self-gov- 
ernment is striking the ax at the root of tlie tree; it i» 
like drying up the sharp humours and cooling the fe- 
verish fluids of a diseased body. " Could men but be 
" persuaded to prefer the public peace and welfare to 
^'dieir own private advantage; to seek fame, honour, 
" authority or wealth in subordination to things of 
^'greater moment; iji' claiming their own rights to al- 
" low others theirs ; to smoodi the rugged waves' of 
*' each other's passions with die oil of kindness ; soon 
"would the tumults and strifes, which now exist, be' 
" hushed, and a happy calm spread itsdf over the face 
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** of the eartlii" Should loe continue to suflfer cup 
judgments to be' perverted in the plainest cases; to 
invade the peace of in(^vidual breasts; to dissolve the 
tender charities of blood and kindred on the pretext of 
difference in political opinions, more baleful ills must 
be expected than we now experience ; public order 
will be interrupted, the foundations of society endan- 
gered, and the effiision of blood and the establishment 
of despotism close the tragic drama. '^ > 

The offices and objects of patriotism, which have 
been particularized, interest exclusively no one class 
of men. The powers and opportunities of individuals 
are indeed dissimilar ; but eveiy one, the peasant, the 
prince, the villager, the citizen, the husbandman', me- 
chanic and scholar, may all, in their respective places, 
do good to their country. And even the most inferior 
labours of beneficence, w^en stimulated' by honesty 
and benevolence, are to be praised, and the Supreme 
Rewarder above will not forget them. Remember the 
luidmv^s mite .• though small, compared with the 0fts, 
of rich men, yet the piety and ^fenury of the doaor 
made it a respectable offeriftg. Let it consble the ob- 
scurest individual, that though he is able to throw but 
a' mfee into the mass of common improvement and hap- 
piness, j^ethe shall inrno wise lose his reward. Be it 
so, that his circumstances are straitened and his caT 
pacities small, yet there i» some one good thing which 
he may do. Let him plant a tree ; tneliorate one acre 
of soil ; diffose love in his family and neighbourhood j 
give impression to one mo*-al truth upon die tender 
mind'; make one sieasen^bte oteervataon on reUgipn, 
tnd the real effect of his patriotism shall outweigh that 
of many statesmen, philosophers and conquerors, who 
have had the name of serving their country. We are 
apt to be weary' df well-doing, more especially if the 
benefaction seem like a drop in the ocean ; but how 
are we sure this figure is just ? With respect to moral 
influences, it catainly is Bot just. If " one sinner de-. 
♦' stroyeth much good,"* one righteous man may be the 

* Ecclesiastes ix. 18, 
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instrument in Divine Providence of repairing the ruin. 
Good men are the salt of the earthi Let them awake 
and come to their work of love and labours of patriotism, 
not disheartened by the fewness of either their powers or 
means. The feeblest man may remove a small stone 
from the traveller's path, and perhaps save his life. 
The most obscure and indigent man in society may 
apply a healing medicine to one moral disease, stop the 
progress of one infectious particle, close the avenue of 
one crime, and the effect of such exertion shall extend 
to future generations. It is in the aggregate of siich 
labours, that the commonwealth shall experience grow- 
ing prosperity and happiness. 

■ mtt THIS occAsioK and the respectable audi- 
ence here convened remind us of tliat extensive field 
of usefulness, which is occupied by men in public 
STATIONS. Legislators, Magistrates and Ministers of 
the Gospel possess many ways and means of contribut- 
ing to the public welfare. To diem especially we look 
for an example of patriotism. A tendency must exist 
in their vocation to sequester their thoughts li"om pri- 
vate and local interests,, and to expand their social ieel- 
ings,'* Though they; live by otliers, yet in a peculiar 
sense they live for others. Strictly speaking, there is 
no honour in station. " It is more glorious to be a 
*' good subject. than a bad ruler ; to be a gbod disciplb 
" than a bad teacher."* There is neither any debase- 
ment or exaltation j absolutely subh, but that which ad- 
heres to the moral character. Yet there are certain 
posts of eminence, those placed in which are highly re- 
sponsible for the result of their example and admin- 
istrations. These posts are occupied by the Civil Rul- 
er and the Christian Minister. 

Consider yourselves, Oyerulersintheearth, 
as vested with eminent powers of doing good. It is 
yours, to facilitate the acquisition of right ; to protect 
the hedge which separates individual property p to 
patronize improvement, and thus to meliorate man^s 
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con4iti<wi. Grc^t are thepe objects of your sppcMnt-. 
ment and authority. Think n^ merely of engross-i 
iag the honours and emoluments of station ; but scru- 
tinize with eagerness the means of rendering mankind 
more liappy. Ye are the agents of God to punish 
evil doers, and to bestow pr^e on lljiose who do well. 
The lives, the estates, the reputations of men are, in a 
qualified sense, committed to your keeping. Offices 
of such trust as yours will never be sought after, ex- 
cept -by the vain and ambitious. The solicitude of a 
patriot, excited by a lively sense of responsibility, 
more than outweighs all the honours and profits of his 
station. An awful accouiit must be rendered at-tiie 
filial day of retribution, if, through avarice and anibi- 
tion, absorbing every feeling of justice and humanityi 
ye have desolated other eouistries or divided and plun- 
dered your own. 

And consider also, ye ministers os the sanctu* 
ART, the extensive iniuence of your functions and ex. 
ample. " Ye are an epistle, read of all men." 
Evince your piety and patriotism by abounding "in 
*' faith, ijtterance, knowledge, diligence and lov6." 
Instead of triumphing at the spread of those parllbular 
tenets^ which ignorance, education or bigotry may 
have infixed on your minds, tejoice rather when you 
see the. truths and comforts of the gospel exciting t6 
resignation and benevolence, and the practice of those 
vii-tues, which dignified and adorned the character of 
your divine master. While with serious simplicity, 
ye illustrate the truth and maxims of Christianity, let 
your most concealed actions be as disinterested and up- 
right as your public professions imply. Preach as of- 
ten on purity of heart as on purity of feith. Be not 
eager, to thi;ust y0WS€^iS' ijlto the chair of Moses, 
lie who is the best servant to the church is the great- 
est. To shine in life and manners is a more suitable 
object of christian. ambition, than to shine in word and 
influence. Be not among the number of those who 
commend themselves ; who encroach pn other men's 
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labours. Feed live hunger, watch th? wanderings of 
your own flock, nor seek to establish any intermediate 
guide between yourselves individually and the great 
shepherd of the sheep. 

May God by his Holy Spirit assist and quicken all 
his ministering servants in Church and State, who now 
act on the theatre of public life ; and may he sanctify 
others from the womb, to succeed in their stations, and 
even to display marks of superior excellence. May 
America produce a Fenelon to instruct die princes of 
our tribes how to exercise their power in the most ben- 
eficial manner ; another Nekton to unfold some hidden 
laws of nature, and fill the aistonished mind with new 
transports at the sight of God's power and ftiajesty ; 
another Locke to anatomize in some new and instruc- 
tive manner the complicated operations of the human 
understanding ; anotiher Butler to destroy the fabric 
of infidelity, and raze it to the very foundation. May 
God, in the number of his heavenly gifts, supply sdl 
our churches with Doddridges and Wattses, who shall 
nourish and defend, with a well balanced zeal, the in- 
terests of orthodoxy, c^votion, and charity. May 
he always provide and designate for the people able 
men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetous- 
ness, to rule, and to judge in every public -dfepartment 
•with equity and wisdom. 

Let an affectionate regard for posterity stimulate us 
to the present discharge of patriotic duties. Whether 
high or low, private or public be our statbn, let this 
eentiment invigorate our exertions, that the improve- 
ment, virtue and happiness of the succeeding genera- 
tion are inseparably linked with the diligence and fi-," 
delity of the present. Here parental and patriotic af- 
fections unite to encourage, the same efforts. We are 
zealous to exhibit marks of elegance in our public 
buildings, and we devote the superfluity of our wealth 
to the purposes of many important improvements in 
tiie whole face of our country. But is there not infi- 
nitely more 'elegance and improvement in a body of 
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youth, tr^ned up in- the holy nurture and admonition 
of the Lord ? The Roman and Greek orders in archi- 
tecture have infinitely less grace that the spiritual pil- 
lars of the christian virtues. These virtues grace in- 
deed the social building. To erect them on a stable 
foundation, and add some finishing strokes of moi-al 
beauty equally becomes the character of the christian 
and the patriot-. We rejoice in growing prosperity and 
wealth ; but what wealth can a people boast, equal to 
the treasure of sons and daughters, walking- in the 
truth, growing in statiure, and by wisdom and virtue 
increasing in favour with God and man ? 

To dignify the acts of Government and give impor- 
tance to this occasion, we have joined in a solemn pro^ 
cession to tlie house of God. How interesting is 
that procession of one generation after another, which 
the Author of Nature has ordained^ and how desirable 
th9,t we may have reason to believe, that in following our 
steps, our successors will not err. Sparta gloried in the 
military talents and achievements of her youth. But 
patriots and christians will glory more in the knomledge 
and liirtue of their children, in whom they had rather 
see an .air of respect to the aged, than the stern visage 
of the warrior — ^the healthful complexion of charity^ 
than, the rough features produced by early toil and 
hardship. The military displays of a Spartein band 
excite not half so much interest in the peaceful and 
p^riotic, as the youthfiil trdns of our schools and. 
academies, displaying at once the harmlessness of their 
purpose and the fervour of bloodless emulation. 

While we leave to posterity improved roads,, ceiled 
houses, literary institutions, salutary laws; let the 
higher ambition pervade our hearts of transmittuig ta 
them, unsophisticated principles of religion and govern- 
ment, witli the purest riiaxims of chiistian morality. 
God forbid that we should encumber the opening; 
/ninds of youth with our errors and follies — ^that they 
should itiherit our factious dispositions, and have a pre- 
tence impiously to compUin hereafter, ',' The Fatliers 
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"have eaten sour grapes and our teeth are set on edge."* 
M^ they rather have cause to eulogize us, as we have 
to eulo^ze our predecessors. 

It may serve to inspire all witli an affectionate re- 
gard for the common welfare to consider the examples 
of a patriotic spirit, which are exhibited in the annals 
<rf our Gountty. At the gloriouf «era of the American 
revolution, men of the purest and most active patriotism 
came forward into the public service ; many of them 
sleep in the dust of the earth, and the few, ^ho sur- 
vive, have either retired or must soon retire from tiie 
field of public usefiilness. We shall reap more in- 
struction and be fired with warmer solicitude for the 
good of our country, by weighing the spirits and pon- 
dering the paths of some deceased patrioti|bid others, 
now in the decline of life, than can be derived fi-om all 
the empty harangues and fruitless diligence of the 
whole tribe of mushroom decldmers about the publio 
gQod. 

Those, who in the prime and vigour of life, at die 
epocha of our revolution, conducted the arduous strug- 
gle for independence — ^who planned and matured those 
constitutions of govemmfcnt, under which we -live ; 
who wrought in the vineyard from the earliest period 
of difficulty and danger, deserve gratitude and confi- 
dence, prior to those, who, stepping in at the eleventh 
hour of public labours, presumptuously claim the hon- 
our and recompence of doing tiie lu/iole work. From 
these mrfy patriots we may select many models de- 
serving imitation. There is one model of preeminent 
beauty and proportion, which we trust may be men- 
tioned without exciting any jedousy even in the hearts 
of the most envious and proud.-^The name of Wash- 
ington should be pronounced on this anniversary 
throughout all geiierations. Let all remember with 
what diffidence he received power, with what anxTious 
sdicitude for the public welfare he exercised it ; and 

* Ezek. xviii. 2. 
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hem willingly he resigned ' it "when its deiitiftatioat 
was accomplished. His benevolence was not a trani 
sient sensibility, producing a flood of tears, not a spas- 
modic convulsiqn, now opening, then shutting the 
heart more close than ever ; but it was a strong vibra- 
tion, fropellirig' to one uniform series of patriotic deeds i^, 
from the morning" to fte evening of his precious life. 
The Ijeayes of his patriotic professions were few'; but 
the fruits, those signs by which a good tree is known, 
were lar^, and sound. May not that Goth, who shall 
ever presume to deface; that monument of admiration 
and gratitude, which his patriotic virtues have raised in 
the American breast, share the fate of JVRriam when 
she spake evil of Moses, and become "leprous^' white as 

".SIIOW.," :$* ;;- 

In surveying this respectable sfssisihbly, ' our 
thoughts have been for some time directed to a 
CHARACTER, in addressing to whom the respectfial 
congratulations of the Commonwealth, private inclina- 
tion concurs with a sense of propriety. Both pratept 
us to, express a satisfaction in seeing the" fchair of su- 
preme executive authority occupied by one, whose life 
illustrates the subject of pamotism. May that diviiie 
promise be fulfilled Upoti^ him : " When a man's*»>. 
"ways pleas'e the Lord, 'he shall m:al5:e'even his 
"enemies to' be at pe^ce with him.'^* 'Maj thq. 
Qovqrnor of this Commonwealth ever be a 'ritan, On 
whom the viperous tongue of malice and envy cannot 
fix for a moment the imputation of injustice, ambition, 
hypocrisyj or impiety. And may the citizens of the 
State never banish fi-om their public councils an Aris- 
tides, because vexed with continually hearing him call- 
ed the Just. J 

, - • Prov. xvi. 7. 

§ " It is said of Aristldes, that he woiiW never consent to iiny injustice 
" to oblige his friends. He declared that.a good citizen should place his 
"whole strength and sec\n-itv in advising and doing what is just an(| 
" right. In iha changes and, fluctuations of ;the g-overmnent his firmnes* 
" was wonderful. ' Neither elated-witji honours, nor dispoijjpo^gd with, 
"ill au(cceBB, he went on in a moderate and stenily nisniievi' not tooWnjf . 
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■ Wc tender our political homage to the Second 
Magistrate in the administration of Government, to the 
Council, to the Two Brariches of the Legislature, who, 
we expectj will teach their constituents by all their de-'* 
liberations to lool^ more at principles than pei-Sdns, — at ' 
measures than men. J'he state of things among us is 
not to be disguised* Such disguise iq^icates a contemp- 
tible timidity, unbecomiiig the free spirit of patriotism 
and reUgion. We beseech you all, by tlie manes of 
departed patriots and the hoary locks of the living, no 
longer to sever us in two, but by exa,mple ifxcite us to 
rise up 3nd tpild the wall of common safety and de. 
fence. Deny yourselves the pleasure of petty con- 
quests, and command our respect by seeking the things 
which mak6 for peace and the edificatioggaf the whble 
body. You have received the suffragesW your con- 
stituents. ;It will be far more honourable for j'ou, if 
by wise and patriotic services you gain and keep the 
confidence of tlie worthy. Then tlie ear which hears 
you shall bless you, and the ^yp whioli s^s you shaM 
witness favourably, • 

# Every vice receives a currency from your example. 
With the image and superscription of a rul^r, it pass- 
es, if not wdth- the deservmg and good, yet with die 
mass of mankind, who do not examin^ with care any 
coin, if it only satisfy the lust of presenit gratification. 
In men in your station and of your character, we ex- 
pect to see an exemption from both the follies of childr 
hood and the faults of old age. In you we expect a 
happy uhion of wisd9m and patriotism, and hope to 

f. find you never depiartiog froin beneficent purposes^^ 
never ixnsettled by caSiial praise or dispraise, but found- 



" BO n^uch to the reward either of honour or profit, as persuaded that his 
"country had a claiin to his services. When the following jt^erses were 
•' regpated on the stage, ' 

" « To be juid not to seem is this man's ma^im s 
" His mind reposes on its proper wisdom, 

" And wants no other praise .t— • 

« the eyes of the people were fixed on Aristides as the man to whom this 
"aicoiniuKwaS'tiiost applicable." / 
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ing a reputation with the people only by the , san9Jtiqtt 
of self-approbation. 

While as citizens of the commqnweajth and mem- 
bers of the American union, we mutually embrace and 
provoke one another to love, let our practice be hon- 
ourable • and our feelings kind towards all men. The . 
cultivation of a pjibliQ spirit and the enforcemept of 
patriotic duties hate no necessary tendency to foster a 
contracted and exclusiviS spirit. The liberal genius of 
Christianity is to break down every partition wall cre- 
ated by the vanity, prejudices, or selfishness of man- 
kind. And he who is our peace suffered^ on tlie cross, 
that he might reconcile us to God and to one another; 
The gospel is announced Jo those afar off, as well as 
to those wh^re nigh. '^WKle we express " our hearts' 
" desire and^^yer to God for our brethren and kinsmen 
"according to the flesh," let no supplication be conclud- 
ed without fervent intercession '■'■for the stranger n^jho is 
*'not of this people ;"* for such as groan under oppres- 
sion, " who sow and reap not, who tread the olive but 
*' are not anointed with the oil,!'J For such as are Wast- 
ed by war, by pestilence, by famine 5 and especially for 
them, who sit in darkness and in the region of the shad- 
ow of death. Such expressions of benevolence becomA 
our highly favoured, condition, and such devout saera- 
ficps are acceptable \\ ith God. ' '' 

It is not to be doubted but that united America 
has yet to exhibit an interesting character, and act an 
important part on the theatre of the world. The w&mb 
of futurity conceals the, secret, whether she shall imi> 
tate the vices and experience the catastrophe of othet-,^ 
nations, or whether her manhood and old age, shall be 
as singular and unique, as her birth and youth. We 
may be ready to wish that Providence w^uld permit us 
to become a great nation; hut the spirit of christian ' 
. patriotlsni rather dictates another petition, that we ^ay 
be a good nation, and that happy people v; hose God is 
the Lord. May not united America ever vie in mag- 

* 1 Kings viii. 40. § Micaii *i. 15i 
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nificence and splendour ancient Rome, . and after stretch- 
ing; the arms of her power from one end of the world ^ 
to the other, pillaging mankind and becoming rich with 
spoil, suflFer uie (fistress and ruin, which she shall have 
inflicted, bow to the hardy courage of some barbarous 
Alaric, and sink under the dissolving, jnfluences of ef- 
feminacy and corruption. But may We be that virtu* 
ous people agdnst which ^ere is " no enchantment,'*' 
against which the heathen may rage and the kings of 
the earth set themselves in vain. . ; 

" Blessed is the nation which walketli not in the coun- 
"sel of the ungodly, whose delight is jin the law of the 
" Lord. It shall be like a tree planted by the river^f 
" waters, its leaf shall not Af^ther, and wj^feoever it 
** doth shall prosper." ^ 

riNis. 

No t E , A few paragraphs of the preceding discourse 
toet;e omitted m the delhery, through nuant of time^ 



